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Ensemble in Five Voices > Curator: Simcha Shirman

Orith Youdovich / Jennifer Bloch / Yaeli Gabriely / Lili Sheer / Simcha
Shirman

Ensemble in Five Voices is not merely a title, but is also a concept and an essence.
What stood before me as both curator and a participant in the exhibition, was a
musical experience | had undergone as a listener and viewer, in which | found great
pleasure and which taught me an important lesson.

Two violins, a viola and two cellos, at the hands and souls of five musicians, four male
and one female, joining together to perform Schubert’sformilier Quintet in c.d. 956.
This, for me, was an experience of both resonance and gaze. This piece, as was
composed by Schubert, is undoubtedly a beautiful one, but what made that evening so
special for me, was the way in which the collection of dots and lines scribbled and
sequenced over the pages of the music notebook, were brought alive out of the
instruments, each instrument and the musician playing it; the way in which each of
them maintained their own unique voice, while at the same time attentively listening
to the others, mixing amongst them, and flowing with and against them to form a
single harmonic piece.

The way in which the musicians listened to each other was not only through the
sounds - climbing and sliding, attacking and retreating, pounding and stroking,
storming and soothing - but also through the glances, hints and subtle body
movements and through their hearts.

This unity, preserving within it the existence of the individual and each individual
giving his voice to create the whole, this delightful and exciting musical experience |
had gone through that evening in the concert hall, has faced me with a true challenge
when | was invited to curate and present my work in the exhibition.

The selection of the participating artists for the exhibition - Orith Youdovich, Jennifer
Bloch, Yaeli Gabriely, Lili Sheer - was done out of a deep love and appreciation for their
work, as well as for the materials out of which their works were constructed and
composed, for the different worlds they bring into their works and for the intention
that the integration of their works on the gallery wall will arouse a complete and
comprehensive experience in the gallery space and will enrichen the connection
between painting, drawing, photography and music. Silence is a voice and a voice that
is silent.

To fulfill this intention we conducted continuous dialogues over the duration of the
time preparing the exhibition. Also, | addressed each of the artists and asked them to
choose out of my artworks - existing or new - the ones they would like to have
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presented alongside theirs. Thus, Jennifer, Orith, Yael and Lili became participants in
the curating process.

Five voices in different shades and colors, sustaining their identity, each voice in it’s
own way, out of respect for the history and traditions of art and thought. Five voices
that are a ‘present’ carrying in it the memory of the past as well as the look towards
the future. Five voices reverberating on the walls and between them as a single
comprehensive piece.

Simcha Shirman, October 2015
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Orith Youdovich

| was born in Tel Aviv and | live and work between Rome and Tel Aviv. | Studied
Photography in Rome (High Institute of Photography, ISF, 1992). After dealing for a few
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years with social reportage, | abandoned it in order to devote myself to conceptual
photography and since then I've been running my own creative look at the world in a
continuous process of analyzing the relationship between subjective gaze and landscape.
Also | have been carrying out artistic research based on the connection between
photography and cinema concentrated in particular on a dialogue with Michelangelo
Antonioni's landscapes as well as Werner Herzog, Andrej Tarkovskij and Wim Wenders’
cinema.

| have exhibited in numerous solo and group exhibitions and have curated exhibitions of
Italian and lIsraeli artists within Italian Festivals of photography. | am co-author of the book
What should | look at - Critical and photographic reflections on the landscapes of
Michelangelo Antonioni (Postcart, 2012) and the curator of the book Israeli Contemporary
Photography (FPM, 2005). Collections: Herzliya Museum of Contemporary Art.

| co-founded the Cultural Association Punto di Svista through which, together with my
colleagues, I've been carrying out activities related to the dissemination of photographic
culture and to the relationship between photography and other forms of art.

| have been co-directing the magazine online CultFrame - Visual Arts (since 2000) and
Punto di Svista - Visual Arts in ltaly (since 2009). Both magazines deal with Contemporary
Art, Photography, Cinema, Videoart.

My dialogue with Simcha Shirman started in 2005, when | curated the exhibition Israeli
Contemporary Photography shown at the Andersen Museum of the National Gallery for
Modern Art in Rome and in which Simcha Shirman participated. Since then, our exchange
of views has been continuous and is carried out both in Israel and in Italy. His gaze has
opened to me new possibilities and our exchange has contributed to my exploring
photography in-depth and allowed me to find and follow a path of my own. The echoes and
the reflections of this dialogue with Simcha Shirman are easily visible on the walls of Art
Space TLV, within the exhibition Ensemble in Five Voices.
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